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Assistant Commissioner for Patents June 23, 2000 



Washington, DC 20231 
Sir: 

Applicants request that the attached PTO Form 1449 and cited 
reference be included in the record of the above-captioned 
application. Applicants believe that this reference is not 
material to the patentability of the claims because US Pat. No. 
5,759,773 is drawn to an assay method for detecting RNA, whereas 
the present invention is an assay for detecting proteins. 



Should the Examiner have any questions regarding the present 
application, she is requested to contact MaryAnne Armstrong, PhD 
(Reg. No. 40,069) in the Washington DC area, at (703) 205-8000. 

If necessary, the Commissioner is hereby authorized in this, 
concurrent, and future replies, to charge payment or credit any 
overpayment to Deposit Account No. 02-2448 for any additional 
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fees required under 37 C.F.R. §§1.16 or 1.17; particularly, 
extension of time fees. 

Respectfully submitted, 

BIRCH, STEWART, KOLASCH & BIRCH, LLP 



C YGeral'd/'M. flurphy, Jr. 
Reg. No. 28,977 
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